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WILLIAM LESLIE HOOPER (1855-1918) 

Fellow in Class I, Section 2, 1884 

The bare facts of Prof. Hooper's life can be easily abstracted from 
Who's Who 1917-1918:- "William Leslie Hooper, Prof. Electrical 
Engineering Tufts College 1890-1918; Born Halifax, N. S., Aug. 2, 
1855, son Rev. W'illiam and Anne Jane (Whytal) Hooper; grad. 
Tufts College, Phi Beta Kappa, 1877 (A. M. 1878; Ph.D. 1898; Hon. 
LL. D. 1915). Married July 9, 1879 Mary E. Heard. Instr. math, 
and sciences 1878-80; prin. 1882, Bromfield Acad. Harvard, Mass.; 
Asst. Prof. Physics 1883-90, Tufts College. Acting Pres. Tufts 
College 1912-14. Died October 3, 1918. Author: Electrical Prob- 
lems." In the Tufts College Graduate September-November 1918, 
there is a good likeness and a series of tributes, evidently coming from 
the heart, from men who knew Prof. Hooper much longer than the 
writer. It remains to add certain points of personal appreciation. 

The first characteristic was his whole-hearted and unselfish devotion 
to Tufts. When he became Acting President he refused any addition 
to his salary as Professor, and the expense of his first campaign for 
funds to meet the deficit he bore himself. This was not because he 
was a man of large means, for although he stood high among electrical 
engineers, his devotion to the College arid to his work was too great 
to permit him to heap up wealth from his commercial connections. 
Yet as Consulting Engineer and Director of the Somerville Electrical 
Company, Consulting Engineer for the West End Street Railway 
Company, and for Pearson in his Mexican development he had an 
enviable reputation. 

Some of us have had interests divided between different colleges, 
but this was not so with him. All his degrees, up to the LL. D. which 
was the just and unsought reward at the end of his successful adminis- 
tration as Acting President during a critical time, were from Tufts. 

Another thing that was characteristic of him was his willingness to 
work. In committee work or otherwise, he never gave any one else 
the heavier end of the log. And whether it was funds for the College 
or funds to send an ambulance unit across, he was a man who stood 
ready to take up any necessary work. 
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His love of fresh air and the out-of-doors was typical. I shall 
never forget his vigorous and spicy lecture on "Colds and How to 
Prevent Them." In fact he was always interested in medicine, 
enjoyed greatly his association with the Medical School after he 
became Acting President, and rejoiced that one of his family took up 
that profession. His summers were spent at Brompton Lake near 
Sherbrook, Quebec. Dr. Dresser of the Canadian Survey writes, 
"Prof. Hooper's cottage, on which I found him working with saw 
and hammer on my first visit, was built on a small island in an attrac- 
tive lake of seven or eight miles in extent. The surrounding country 
is rugged and well forested and there are numerous smaller lakes in 
the vicinity. A couple of miles distant is the long abandoned Orford 
Nickel Mine. In these surroundings Prof. Hooper seemed particularly 
happy. In the varied natural history of the locality, in making sur- 
veys of the lakes and neighboring hills, sailing and portaging from 
lake to lake he had all the enthusiasm of the natural teacher. His 
genial personality and the cordial welcome from all within made his 
island a popular 'port of call' for visitors to the vicinity." His 
indefatigable energy even in vacation time was seen in the fact that 
he constructed with the aid of his sons, thereby giving them training 
in surveying, a map of the locality of which Prof. Dresser .was glad 
to make use in his report on the region. Not only that, but for his 
cottage, with his own hands and by manual labor assisted only by 
his family, he built a twenty-eight foot chimney involving forty tons 
of stone. 

Sometimes those who make a specialty of literature seem to think 
in spite of numerous instances to the contrary, that those whose chief 
work is in other fields have no sense in that direction. His love 
for his summer home and appreciation of its beauties were embodied 
in several poems, one of which on an Indian tale of that region is called 
"A Legend of Outunwitti." The opening words of this poem depict 
the pleasure he derived from the outdoor life. 

Prologue. 

You will hear no dissertation 

On a theme of weight and moment, 

No exalted exhortation, 
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But a simple woodland story 
Written in some idle moments. 
But if I shall make remembrance 
Of some former glad vacation 
Spent within our northern forests, 
Spent upon the lakes and rivers, 
If the scent of spruce and balsam 
Shall be wafted to your nostrils, 
If the soughing of the pine trees 
And the murmur of the waters 
Shall make music in your hearing, 
If the glories of the sunset, 
Seen across a lake at evening, 
You shall vision from my story, 
All my task will be accomplished, 
I will have achieved my purpose. 

Anti-militaristic as he was by environment and temperament, as 
the great war of 1914 went on, he realized more and more fully, and 
even before many of his friends, the great part which the United States 
ought tp play. He was as indefatigable as usual in reading upon the 
subject. His work in the Committee of the Faculty on National 
Service of which he was chairman, was devoted and enthusiastic, and 
he gave many lectures under the auspices of the New England group 
for historical service and did a very great deal toward helping Tufts 
College to play its part well. 

Not the least of the service of any man is to leave a family who will 
tread worthily in his footsteps. Five children grown to active and 
useful manhood and womanhood continue the traditions of energy 
and service to their generation which he handed down to them: — 
Blanche Heard, Librarian of Tufts College, William Ellsworth, Lieut. 
U. S. N., 1917-1919, Allen Gunnison, General Electric Company, 
Dr. Leslie Hooper Macmillan (Mrs. A. S. Macmillan), and Gertrude 
Mellen. 

He died October 3d, 1918. 

A. C. Lane. 



